
ICLEI Tools and Resources for 
Municipalities in Massachusetts



Mission
Our mission is to build, serve, and drive a 

movement of local governments to advance 
deep reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions and achieve tangible 
improvements in local sustainability. 
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● National and international network of peers 
● Emissions Analysis Software, Protocol, and Decision Support Tool  
● Standard Methodology and Technical Assistance
● ICLEI Trainings and Events
● Technical, policy, and communications assistance
● Framework for approaching climate protection
● Tools and Resources (publications)
● Massachusetts State Network
● Strategic Partnerships

How do local governments 
benefit from working with ICLEI?



ICLEI Online:  www.icleiusa.org



● Climate Mitigation – Any measure or activity taken to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

● Climate Adaptation – Any measure or act that reduces the negative impacts of 
climate change or increases new opportunities. There are three ways to adapt to 
climate change – to anticipate, react spontaneously, or plan. 

● Adaptation and Mitigation are not mutually exclusive
Many mitigation strategies are adaptation strategies and vice versa.
Challenge is the integration of the two.

● Adaptation Tools
King County Guidebook
Keene, NH’s Adaptation Plan
Adaptation Steering Committee

Climate Adaptation



Climate Air and Pollution Planning Assistant 
(CAPPA): A Decision Support Tool

● Action planning tool
● Based on best practices 

and local circumstance
● Multi-metric rating
● Scalable, customizable 
● Hundreds of measures
● Case studies
● Implementation guidance
● Evolving
● Currently being beta 

tested



“How-To Guidebooks”
● Outreach and 

Communications
● Recycling and Solid Waste
● Revolving Energy Funds
● Environmentally Preferable 

Purchasing
● Small Communities
Launch: March – April 2009

Implementation Guidebooks



● Toolkit that highlights how to install, 
purchase, finance, and promote 
clean energy

● Focused on the Commonwealth of 
MA but applicable for all local 
governments

● Includes sample ordinances, zoning 
language, and policies

● Includes case studies of best 
practices

Launch: May 2009

Clean Energy Toolkit



STAR Community Index

● Globally recognized green standards system for cities 
● Accountability in data and actions 
● Prioritized and informed decision making 
● A roadmap for cities to track and achieve climate and 

sustainability goals 
● Peer-to-peer learning among communities and citizen 

engagement
● + Sustainability Guidebook



Missy Stults
Senior Program 

Officer
Missy.Stults@ICLEI.org

617.960.3403

How can your local 
government make a 

difference?


